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Montana State Office
30 W. 14th St , Ste 301

Helena, MT 59661-3390

mtaarp@aarp.org

Email

Some assistance described here requires you to be

accepted for the federal energy assistance program

called LIEAP (income levels on reverse side).

For directions and application: www.dphhs.mt.gov/
programsservices/energyassistance/lieapapplication.
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DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVIC%BS =
BRIAN SCHWEITZER JOAN MILES
\ GOVERNOR DIRECTOR
I—— STATE OF MONTANA
: y/,/ www.dphhs.mt.gov PO Box 4210

HELENA, MT 59604-4210

January 13, 2009

To: Health and Human Services Subcommittee
From: Anna Whiting Sorrell, Director
Re: Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) Reauthorization —

Congressional Actions

I wanted to provide you a brief update regarding the most current Congressional
actions related to the federal reauthorization of CHIP.

' e There are two CHIP Reauthorization bills which Congress will address
this week:
» HR 2 will be introduced on the House floor tomorrow (1/14)
and a vote in the House appears imminent.

» Senator Baucus’ “Chairman’s Mark” is scheduled to be marked
up in the Senate Finance Committee on Thursday (1/15). A full
vote by the Senate is also considered imminent.

e Both the House bill and the Chairman’s Mark largely mirror the first bill
passed by the House and Senate in September 2007 but vetoed by the
President.

e It appears language in the Senate Chairman’s Mark addresses the “Once
CHIP, Always CHIP” issue and Montana would not need to pay for a
Medicaid expansion for children with federal funds allotted for CHIP.

e DPHHS is analyzing the federal CHIP Reauthorization legislation to

determine the impact on the state’s implementation of I-155, the Montana
’ Healthy Kids Plan.
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SUICIDE PREVENTION IN MONTANA:
A WORK IN PROGRESS

Introduction

Suicide persists as a major public health problem in Montana. There are many
individuals and organizations working to address this issue. The individuals and
agencies currently addressing suicide often do so from their own unigque per-
spective and in many cases without collaboration with other entities. Until 2000,
there had been no statewide, strategic effort to link these many assets and to
build a stronger network of resources to address suicide as a major statewide
public health priority.

In the spring of 2000, the Montana Department of Public Health and Human
Services invited a group of private organizations, concerned citizens and gov-
ernment officials to begin the development of a statewide plan for suicide pre-
vention. With consultation from international experts in suicide prevention, the
Montana Suicide Prevention Steering Committee began work that led to the de-
velopment of this statewide strategic plan. This document is a continuation of
the initial planning effort, which originally outlined a 5-year strategic direction
and an action plan.

This plan was updated in the spring of 2005 and again in the summer of 2008
by key stakeholders committed to reducing suicide in Montana. Accomplish-
ments and ongoing challenges are delineated. Strategic directions for preven-
tion, intervention, postvention and coordination among providers are expanded,
along with special attention to groups within Montana’s population with the high-
est risk of suicide.

Montana Strategic Suicide Prevention Plan




Mental lliness is Treatable

Suicide is Preventable

If you are in crisis and want help,
Call the Montana Suicide

Prevention Lifeline at

1-800-273 TALK (8255)

1,000 copies of this public document were published at an
estimated cost of $8.25 per copy, for a total cost of $8,250.00,
which includes $8,250.00 for printing and $ .00 for distribution.
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